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Sayu Furukawa
(Second-year High School Student)

The first time that | met Montebello city was at elementary school and | participated in a
video letter exchange between Ashiya city and Montebello city. Even | had started to
study English, | felt the strong ties of two cities and got interest in Montebello city. The
relationship for 65 years that my predecessors have built, | feel humbled.

| feel pressure as a student ambassador, but my heart is hopping from the expectation and
excited feelings. | would like to work sincerely, absorb many charms of Montebello city with
my full power and contribute to the development of the relationship between the two cities.
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Andrew Franco

My name is Andrew and | am a junior at Montebello High School. |
have a 3.8 GPA and I'm the captain of the Montebello Boys Golf
Team. | love to draw and play video games as well as watching
movies or TV shows. | especially love to eat and my favorite
foods are chicken sandwiches, pizza, ramen and shrimp. | am a
very talkative person and love to engage in conversations with
anyone around me. | have never been far outside of California so |
am super excited to get an opportunity to travel to a new place
all the way across the world!
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Tamaki Konishi
(Second-year High School Student)

As a representative of Ashiya City, | am very honored to be able to visit Montebello City,
with which we have enjoyed long-standing friendship. | feel every day that Ashiya City has a
"culture that values connections with people,” and | believe that this is something that can
only be born in a small town. While I'm there, | would like to use my strength of loving to
interact with people to convey Ashiya City's wonderful culture and learn from each other's
values. After returning to Japan, | would like to actively share the appeal of this experience
so that more young people will become interested in and participate in it.

Anthony Ramirez

I have lived in Montebello ever since the age of 2 years old, and |
have made many amazing friends here through the clubs and
groups I've been part of. | did karate for 5 years here, | am part of 2
church ministries that plans events for kids and teens, | am part of
the church and school choir, and the band at Montebello high
school. | am a fourth year high school student and | live with my
mom, dad, little brother, and grandma. | love playing instruments
since | can play more than 10. Growing up I've always loved the
Japan culture, traditions, and especially anime. | would love to visit
a Japanese high school and their festivals.
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My name is Nao Hashimoto, and | am the 58th
Student Ambassador. As an HA leader, | would like
to do my best to make the time spent as an SA or
HA a fun and relaxing time for students to take a
break from their busy days of study and club
activities!
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| am Tomohiro Shibabuki, the 58th Student Ambas-
sador. This year, as a HA leader, | will do my best to
support SA, HA, and students from Montebello.
Moreover, I'll make efforts so that this program gets
a wonderful experience for everyone. Let’s have a
good summer
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