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Stephen Donald

Walking through the doors of the Ashiya Cosmopolitan Association for the first time over a decade ago
I was unsure what to expect from either staff or students. I needn't have worried. A vibrant, welcoming
and friendly community was already a hallmark of the ACA, and I quickly began to appreciate and
indeed become a part of it. Since then many new students from all walks of life have come through the
same doors and into my classes, and they too have been able to enjoy and become part of the ACA
community. For three decades the association has provided not only language classes for local and
foreign residents of Ashiya alike, but has offered innumerable opportunities to participate in events,
performances, and cultural and cuisine classes featuring the best of Japan and every other country
you care to name. I'm happy to have been part of the first thirty years of ACA’s story, and I hope that
like me you're looking forward to helping this truly cosmopolitan community continue the story into
the next thirty years.
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TEP (Teacher Exchange Program)

Silvia Ann Garcia
The privilege to teach in Ashiya as the Sister City Ambassador was one
of the most memorable experiences of my life. Working alongside the
5th and 6th grade teachers from Shiomi and Yamate Elementary
Schools was an incredible learning experience for me. What I observed
and learned was that the teachers, school administrators and staff were
all dedicated to provide the best educational experience for all
students. The hard working ALT’s were extremely knowledgeable and
dedicated in providing the best for their students and the English

Language Program.
The warm welcome and hospitality that I received from ACA and the host families was an enriching
example of Japanese culture and most significantly the pride of being from Ashiya. The host families
saw to it that I experienced daily life in Ashiya in the most incredible way. [ was treated to the most
delicious meals prepared in their warm and comfortable homes. I was taken on many amazing
excursions in and around Ashiya. What I appreciated was that [ was able to experience the beauty of
Ashiya in the Fall when the weather was perfect. The scenery of Ashiya and surrounding areas was
absolutely incredible. Everyone that I met was verywelcoming and helpful during my short stay in the
beautiful city of Ashiya.

There are not enough words to share the gratitude that [ have for everyone that made this opportunity
available. Your vision for the future of Ashiya is evident by your commitment to providing educational
opportunities for the students of this beautiful city. I also share this vision and I hope that the
ambassador programs for students and professionals will continue for many years to come. My most
heartfelt thanks to ACA for this opportunity to visit Ashiya and to meet with the incredible teachers,
students and the lovely people of Ashiya.
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To enable students to communicate and improve their
English ability to a higher standard. Also to
inspire cross—cultural understanding. To have fun,
enjoy English and upgrade your ability of communication.

*MathewkBritish, York university THND Drama, film and stage management,
Guilford College London "Cambridge RSA certificate in teaching
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Englishy Interests & Hobbies : Martial arts, tennis, foothall

Ko Bk - MR TR Stephen EF

The conversation classes enjoy a fun and welcoming
atmosphere , and we often split into small groups
for activities and games. These classes have plenty
of time and space for individual questions and
£ student driven topics. FEHELFTNBEBNTUVR VA, R—
VYVIDZBENHE, BELTLEIHELCERILEBRLLTVET, M0
752TIE “RYD” MOEOHBLLET .
* StephenkBritish teacher with an Honours degree from The University
of Stirling in Scotland, and a Master’ s Degree from Leicester
University in England.
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Primarily free conversation, with an emphasis on
current topics presented by both the students and
teacher.Class is usually half free conversation

4 and half. Let’s improve our English through

ﬂk conversation.

*JohnkU.S.A. Liberal Arts Degree with an emphasis
on Art. Interests & Hobbies : Ceramics, cooking, politics.
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