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On February 9 Friday and March 8 Friday, we started a seminar for voluntary Japanese language instructors to
brush-up their skills. Eighteen people joined in the February class. We talked openly starting with a
self-introduction, and shared ideas and problems we had in our teaching methods. In the classes we especially
shared teaching methods for intermediate and advanced level students, methods for teaching Chinese characters,
and as well as various concerns and doubts we had.

In the March class, we asked Mr. Takeshi Fukui, coordinator of the Japanese language teacher training course in the
Kobe YWCA Institute, to help solve issues arising from various questions and concerns raised in the previous
February class. Seventeen people joined. Volunteers involved in
voluntary classes in Ashiya other than at ACA also joined both classes.
We heard feedback from some participants. “l am very thankful for tips
to help learn Chinese characters in a fun way, and for useful websites
for easy Japanese.” “It was very worthwhile and contained useful
learning hints for intermediate level learners.” “| wasn’ t sure about my
teaching method when | was teaching. However, thanks to the class, |
felt that | was able to see things clearer.”

From now on, we wish to keep on providing similar classes for voluntary
instructors to reduce anxiety and answer any questions they may
have. We would like to share this type of useful information with all
those concerned.
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Lisa-san, who is a teacher of an international school, learns Japanese in the
Japanese Language Class of the Shio-Ashiya Exchange Center once a week
after her job.

Lisa-san, whose mother is Japanese, was born in Japan and lived there until
her move to Hawaii at the age of 5. She lived there till she graduated a high
school in Oahu, Hawaii. After that, she majored in the subject of film in a
university in Las Vegas. Her favorite movies are animation films produced by
the Disney studio and Studio Ghibli. She is especially fond of “Beauty and
Beast”, “Zootopia”, and “Treasure Planet”.

She spoke only Japanese until she became five years old. In Hawaii, Firstly,
she learned in ESL (English as a Second Language). Later, she completely
mastered English as her main language. She understands what her mother
says in Japanese, however, Lisa-san replies to her in English. She took a
Chinese language course to learn Chinese letters for six years in her junior high school and high school.
Unfortunately, she utterly forgot Chinese. Nevertheless, even now she eagerly learns Chinese letters
based on her learning experience in Chinese. At home she studies kaniji by herself.

Lisa-san says that her job is tough but sometimes amusing. In her private time she seems to be
content. She refers her future in a vague way; however, she will be able to live happily with her inherent
lively nature.

Yuichi Toda, ACA Haiku Club Instructor

There is a program on NHK, “Natsui Itsuki’s Yomi-Tabi”, (Traveling around
and composing Haiku) in which Natusi Itsuki, a popular Haiku poet who is
famous for her another TV program “Pure-bato” and Roland travel around
Japan and use Haiku to talk about the life stories of local people. | applied
for the Haiku collection for the Kobe edition of the program and was
selected.

The other day | participated in the recording, which will be aired on
E-Television from 9:30 p.m. on Friday, May 31. There were 5 performers and
they had a variety of interesting stories.

It is not a Haiku program in the narrow sense, but seems to be a kind of talk
show. It is interesting to hear each of them express their impressions in 17
characters. You will find there's something more profound in Haiku than you'd think, but composing Haiku is not
difficult. Anyone can start by honestly expressing his or her impressions. Our ACA Haiku class is held once a month
on Wednesday at Kita Classroom ( La Mall Ashiya 2-6 Ohara-cho). Anyone is welcome to come and observe.

The program will also be available on NHK Plus for two weeks after the broadcast.

(TEL : 0797-34-6340)
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