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Keiji Toda, Chairperson,
The Certificated NPO Ashiya Cosmopolitan Association

My dear ladies & gentlemen, Glorious Happy New Year 2023.

| am delighted to imagine that all of you gently welcomed a happy new year.
| assume the last year was a pivotal one for us to get back to our daily normal life.

It is good to know ACA activities became normal again. Though we had prepared one
year late a mutual exchange visitation business by civilians in commemoration of the
sixty-year anniversary for the establishment of our sister city relationship, quite
unfortunately, we had to give this up.

In order to revive the Exchange Student Ambassador Program, we are keenly
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cooperating with the Montebello Sister City Association.
We reviewed the traditional ACA English Class by dint of the replacement of instructors. In addition, we
started our new activities to diffuse the Plain Japanese Language Class.

As a commemorative achievement of the “Let’s Cook and Eat World Foods”, which has continued for as long
as twenty-five years, we will release a first commercial book at the end of February next year. We sincerely
appreciate an esteemed cooperation by the Recipe Editorial Board and the concerned parties for over one year.
We also started Instagram to make ACA activities publicly known for more Ashiya citizens.

As my new year greetings, | sincerely wish for your continued support and cooperation more than ever.
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Joined in an Plain Japanese Rakugo or one-man story telling show by Mr. Kaishi Katsura.
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We will introduce strictly selected one hundred recipes from 40 countries throughout the world. These have been achieved in our monthly activities over twenty
five years in the ACA cooking school in which we had planned, prepared, and organized by the Ashiya Cosmopolitan Association.
We also show the activities of ACA. It is scheduled to release this edition on the March in 2023. Price: Yen 1,100. We sincerely happy to receive your orders.

Masae Ohnishi, ACA Japanese Language Volunteer

At the beginning, Kaishi-san tells "A neighbor built a fence." His counterpart replies "Hey..."
(Hey means a fence in Japanese.)

When an Indian Japanese learner with a fine face-fungus shyly tried a short story in Japanese
on a stage, the venue was filled with roaring laughter and warm clapping.

An assigned next teller was a fresh Chinese graduate student. He tells "Hey, mother, my
trouser tore." Mother replies "So, once again or Mata kai?" (Mata means crotch in Japanese.)

In reply to a Kaishi-san's question of "Which town you like best?" The graduate student quickly
answered "Ashiyal" He warmed up the venue with a very fluent Japanese. It didn't deemed that
he mastered such a fluency in less than three years.

On November 20, 2022, a balmy Sunday afternoon. Morning rain already stopped. Amidst a
clear autumn weather, Shio-Ashiya Exchange Center, in which we looked up the colorful Mt.
Rokko decorated with richly red and yellow foliages, presented an easy Japanese Rakugo
performance by Mr. Kaishi Katsura. The venue was filled with families, namely, Japanese, and
foreigners.

He told Rakugo stories on the subject of Museum, Library, and Zoo respectively. Especially,
when a huge laughter rose up on Museum, | was delighted to see foreigners actively swing their
bodies and shoulders. It might be exaggerated to say, however, we all laughed loud under the
one room beyond national boundaries and over a frightful Colona situation with the strong unity
and friendship.

It was a nice opportunity for seniors to children to laugh laud together, relax, and go home with
full of satisfaction and merry feeling. As a special guest(?), a cute five-year old boy shared his
feeling politely and nobly with us. His attitude made this event quite unforgettable.

We sincerely wish to spread more Rakugo events by Mr. Kaishi Katsura and to promote
appreciation of other cultural aspects through easy Japanese for foreigners.
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Takako Tanaka, Chairperson, Domestic Affairs Committee

In 2022, Shio-Ashiya Concert held a stage performance by the Arcadia Music Foundation in April, a Hawaiian in
August, and a Christmas Jazz Concert on December 18. We could merrily finish this year in an ongoing jazzy feeling.
Mr. Sadayasu Fuijii, one of virtuoso pianists in the jazz musical world, whose fingers well weaved tones like a fresh,
serene, and clear stream, admirably healed our heart and soul. He started the piano at the age of five, extensively
played an active role in the days of Doshisya Univerisity, and joined in the Sharp & Flats Band directed by famous
Mr. Nobuo Hara in Tokyo. Since then, he has ardently refined on his musical talent and ability. | was lost in his
music and dearly enjoyed his rendition.

Ms. Yumiko Midori, a jazz vocalist, moved her club with live music from Kobe to Ashiya two years ago. While she
presents a live place for young and ambitious musicians, she sings quite impressive songs among her large
repertories over six hundred pieces. She has come on the NHK stage and various musical events like Kobe Jazz
Street Festival and others. The number of her stage performances is far beyond our imagination. And also Mr.
Manabu Yamamoto, bass player masterly kept up with two musicians and supported each piece with his cool and unique bass playing.

| felt quite happy to hear wonderful jazz music in a close distance. | sincerely wish the year 2023 be a glorious, happy, and peaceful year for all of us.
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Hitoshi Bandome, Chairperson, International Program Committee

Because of COVID-19, the SA program was canceled
again in 2022. To continue and reaffirm the friendship
and goodwill nurtured between the two cities over the
past 60 years, ACA organized a Zoom Meeting inviting
former SAs from both cities.

On Sunday, August 28, 2022, seven Ashiya SAs and
seven Montebello SAs joined the Zoom meeting. As
former SAs, the participants had interacted with each
other before the pandemic, so there was a lot of
excitement and camaraderie among the SAs as they
saw each other again through the screen.

The participants expressed regret that the SA program had to be canceled three years in a row, but they were not
discouraged. They hoped to have the SA program relaunched in 2023 to reinforce the relations between the two cities.
Montebello SAs said that the most memorable events during their time in Ashiya were the Dragon Boat Race and
the Summer Carnival. We look forward to those events coming back soon.
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We did an Evacuation and Fire-fighting Drill in the Japanese Language Class.

On October 29, Saturday, we held an Evacuation and Fire-fighting Drill for the 25 Japanese language class students including adults,
children, and voluntary members at the Shio-Ashiya Exchange Center. Under the possible setting in which a kitchen of the second
floor caught fire, 2 learners tried to report to the fire department. They practiced a simulation of an emergency calling, reporting, and
answering in Japanese. A fire engine and fire-fighters came from a municipal fire department. After we evacuated from the 2nd floor
to a parking lot of our Center, we learned how to handle a fire extinguisher. Children were so excited about the drill for the first time
that they used up avidly an allotted amount of saved water. Since then on we had to drill without water in an unexpected situation.
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Yuichi Toda, ACA Advisor and Instructor of the Haiku Club

It is quite important to understand and memorize our own culture when we
engaged in the international exchange.

By this reason, a Haiku class was established at the ACA North class in January
2021. The then instructor was Mr. Takashi Ishikawa (coterie of Hototo-gisu,
organizer of the Haiku group called Tenchi or Universe). The class started with
fifteen students on a monthly basis. Mr. Ishikawa holds over ten classes in the
wide Kansai area, acts as a judge for the Haiku contest throughout Japan, and
exerts himself to promote Haiku in the Kansai region.

FhiFU 51 7RICAINLEDCIRETHAZRDFE Uz, —RFACADERIEEDHBEBZEL) In view of his dedication, he was awarded a cultural prize of the Governor of the
ERVWTWE U, B4 EHFaDAMMEULLIED.AC ADAIFEBIGREF Uz, CDE. BU Osaka prefecture in May 2022. We celebrated his honor in August of the same
ERHEDEMDLE%= year. In consideration of this impetus he decided to restructure all his Haiku
JBE. L\SESHhEDED organizations and to let me take over from his command of the ACA Haiku class
ACADBEICIZI BV since October in the last half year.

EEZTVWET, IRTE. | started learning Haiku under the Mr. Ishikawa's guidance and teaching after my
HFEADHEFETIER ~ MF retirement from the business world. Once | had acted the president of ACA,
A@EA. [KittIEA. T however, | became quite busy with Haiku so | stepped down the role of ACA
IR, KREEAT S President. Quite fortunately | was nominated the Haiku instructor again. | am fully
TORERREELEED prepared to serve for ACA even in a small capacity. | am now fairly busy with being
BItL<LTWVWET, tied to coteries of Hototo-gisu and Tenchi journals, the traditional Haiku
kFEEBEL #TH association, and the Osaka Haiku club.

HUOHDNXETHD, #F Haiku is a uniqgue creative writing for all generations. Anyone whoever is old or
D—ATEEVNVEDTH young can enjoy. On the other hand Haiku was a very profound literary art. Anyone
HhFET, EFETHT who is interested please try. We are waiting for your coming.
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On October 17, Monday, we merrily and happily held a (% &
Romanian class with Ms. Elena Gabriela as instructor
and Ms. Drina, who is a resident in Japan, as interpreter
and cooking assistant.
Menus were Sarmale, Meatball soup, Polenta, and
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Millefeuille pie. Sarmale was like a boiled meatball rolled
with cabbage leaves. This one was unigue since rolled
with a salted vine leave.
Elena-san baked her homemade bread in the early
morning and brought it in the class. We had a bit
difficulty in making vanilla cream to finish Millefeuille,
however, it was done in a very tender and rich taste. We
were all satisfied to our heart’s content.

(Kyoko Yura, Domestic Affairs Committee)

The 174th: Moroccan foods

On November 28, Monday, the instructor of this class
was Ms. Kade Masaki. Menus were 5 items. Spicy
tasted ratatouille, Couscous salad with chicken kebab,
mini pasta soup with almond milk, Moroccan okonomiyaki
on unigue sauce blended with ketchup, mayonnaise, and
yogurt. Dough was made with potato, zucchini, and
carrot. Yogurt toppings were seasonal persimmon,
heated maple syrup with cinnamon, and granola. These
are quite unigue Moroccan foods filled with exotic and
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classy karma of the Islamic culture.

(Fumiko Hirono, Domestic Affairs Committee)
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By virtue of the dispatch service to expedite lecturers for
the Plain Japanese Seminar sponsored by the Hyogo
International Association, we held the program twice and
gained 37 participants, mainly, voluntary Japanese
Language lecturers.

The first round with regard to the dialogue was held on
October 21, Friday by Mr. Takeshi Fukui, chief instructor of
the Kobe YWCA Institute. The second one with regard to
the education and school information was on November 7,
Monday by Ms. Akiko Saito, chief instructor of the Kobe
Nichigo Japanese Academy.

In the seminar, instructors emphasized that talk precisely
like “This is this. That is that.” Present lots of examples,
use gesture, drawing, and photos, and avoid too courteous
expressions. Take thought for a doubly impeding child on
both native and Japanese languages. Children learn fast
to become fluent in daily conversation, however, it takes
four to seven years till the mastery of language acquisition
to learn many educational subjects.

The both seminars were a sort of learn-and-join style with
a sense of good tension. Learners answered one after
another to lecturer’ s questions and discussed intensely
by a group. It was quite favored by participants. They told
that they learned various new and important things in this
opportunity. (Secretariat)




SEADHOEHE ZHEs Pl EF Teruko Nakagawa, Culture Class for Foreigners, Tea Ceremony Branch

11BA48 (&). AISJ BAREERNSDIKFET. 50 BRI ED On November 4, Friday, we opened a Tea Ceremony Living Experience Class for a total of 73 participants
XIN—IVHBDEFSAE, SvUY—. NN LA, FEBHOE including 50 Nepalese and Burmese, Vietnamese, Chinese under the request from the AISJ Japanese Lan-
RTABDOET 73 BOAZHRICKEFBRBEZEREFT U, guage School.

FXIN—=IVTIFAERE—RICFERLED. ADMESTEERZFE oI In Nepal, there is no custom to share and use plates and utensils with others. And also we had to pay a keen
DI 2BEIENEDE. M TIOFRBREFHRDERLEVE attention for preventive measures against the Colona virus infection. Luckily, ACA has so many donated bowls
WIFEBATUR. =L ACA [CIFEHED B CEHMIBLEcBRRBH from ACA members so we could serve a bowl per person. We served sweets in a disposable thick paper plate.

Z<AED., FRICHILTE. BEFIFERZEVIETDIHRALMICU. We used plastic gloves to touch a bowl and sweets plate for
EEEBRCEFMICHMNDEBEE ——ILFER%FEA. DU THE safety. We thought over untroubled manner and rules.

JBIFDLSICEZF U, In a limited time span for 30 people in the morning, 43 people in
Faih 28R 30 &, FRH 28 43 FEBESNEBREAT. the afternoon for two hours respectively, though it was a bit frantic

PLEEREUVVWERSERLD T LD, [BEEKER] [BRERTHE] operation, we let all participants act in three roles, namely, guests,
[EF.BRZEI %] DIMEZ. 28DHICHFRUTCETH LR, making tea team, and serving sweets and tea bowl team.

BRTRBEFSAED [RUD ol O—SHELL. Fe. SE We were very glad to hear "happy and delightful” from participants

AZBEZERDHL. BT PKEREEEAZS|ITRIITTRED after the class. And also felt quite happy that we could success-

fehF%. ACABBEDALR. BEkEDTVYF—LTEEICKRI SN fully complete this project as one team with members of the For-

EEETHEULLERVE LR, eigner's Support Committee, volunteers who helped dressing
kimono and setting up preparation area, and ACA staffers.
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< 176th> Pakistani cuisine

Instructor : Ms. Elena Gabriela

Date and time : February 20th (Mon.) AM10:00-PM2:00

Menu : Beef pilaf, Chicken curry, Naan, Red lentil soup, Fruits salad, Rice pudding, Chai

Place : Shio-Ashiya Exchange Center

Participation fee : 2,800 yen (If you cancel less than 2 weeks before, please pay 2,000yen for material costs.)
Capacity: 25 people (reservation required)

Things to bring : a dish cloth, an apron, a pen and a memo pad

Application period : from February 1st to 10th.

Please apply through the above QR code during application period. If applicants are many, we will choose in drawing. In
case of less than the capacity, please call to 0797-34-6340 after February 11 (Sat.) for confirmation.

Q SEISEtTE=<7J— Shio-Ashiya Seminar
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Day and time : March 12th (Sun.) PM2:00-4:00
Place : Shio-Ashiya Exchange Center
Contents : Introducing Myanmar's culture, Dance,
short talk
Admission (Including traditional sweets and tea) :
advance ticket 800yen
Ticket purchased at the door 1,000yen
Cooperated by Myanmar Red Rose

() ERmEMRRI—F—(C
HEUEXT

Welcome to ACA exhibit
in Ashiya City Hall
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~ERE3TE - ZEREDEHTH SHEIDEHEA] in the Modernism among the Ashiya and Hanshin areas.

# BRI =% IF5hER ~ Time-shift from the Age of International Exchange Duration : From March 7th (Tue.) to March 29th (Wed.)
(BB ZFREHERR  HigsER) and Multicultural Coexistence to Co-creation ~ except Sat. Sun. and national holidays

H B :2F26H8H)F#%28~ 38305 Lecturer : Dr. Masahiro Mivake (Associate Professor, Mukogawa AM9:00-PM5:30 (The last day ends at 2pm.)

= 5 HEEXR Y Y — Women's University) Venue : 1st floor, Ashiya City Hall

SHE | #8(EFH) Day and time : February 26th (Sun.) PM2:00-3:30 ;

Contents : Sister City Exchange Programs with Montebello,

Place : Shio-Ashiya Exchange Center ACA activities and So on

Free of charge (reservation required)
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ACA has just started Instagram
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Hello everyone, my name is Wu. | am a third year university student BRNLET.

| am excited to join the ACA from China. My hobbies are cooking, traveling and watching We will send out various

team. | will be providing admin- dramas. My favorite Japanese drama is "Nagi's long vacation'. | am gfg?ﬁeﬁ’::S";g;‘tg‘format'on

istrative support for the sister not good at eating raw fish and getting up early. The things | most Please follow ahd check

city program with Montebello. want to do these days are to go to Hokkaido and to get a white this site. ASHIYA_ACA

Tomi Tanimura fluffy dog. Yu Xinyi
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