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Shio-Ashiya Concert: Coming Spring, recorder and string ensemble
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On March 20, Sunday, we could open a Shio-
Ashiya concert, which was cancelled due to the
Corona calamity, for the first time in one year.
When "Da Capo", 9 ladies consort, appeared on
the stage, the atmosphere soon turned into a
pbrilliant mood. Before an audience of approximately
70 visitors, a quite fine ensemble of recorders
and strings raised an air of excitement. They
began playing a famous Elgar's "Greeting of Love",
Brahms's "Hungarian Dance", Chrysler's "Joy of
Love" and more worldly famous pieces like
musical, pops, and Japanese songs. They
presented a quite variety of music. 7 sorts of
recorders mixed with strings projected quite §

Takako Tanaka, Chairperson, Domestic Affairs Committee

beautiful melodies and nice harmony as if they
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were like a friendly couple. We are so fascinated. We really got relief from pieces of recent dismal news.

Keitaro Shizuka, Domestic Affairs Committee

Though this seminar had been postponed due to the Corona calamity, it was
successfully executed on February 26, Saturday, with an audience of 55 people.
Dr. Yuzuru Oku acted the director of cranial nerve surgery at the Kansai Rosai
Hospital and is reputed a leading doctor in this field. He briefed his abundant
cases on clinical medicine, kinds and characteristics of brain diseases, difficulty of
treatment, and instantly right decision in his easy words and terms to make his
talking points more easily understood by non-professional audience. The audience
looked really absorbed for a half and one hour by his well-prepared delivery of
speech.

As we perceive cerebral vascular disturbance, brain hemorrhage, brain tumor and
so forth in a single phrase as “brain disease”, medical professionals can judge and
take proper actions in terms of their abundant knowledge and experiences for the
cause, symptoms, treatment, and urgency. When Dr. Oku played an active role,
there was no advanced technique by dint of present Intelligent Technology. He
explained diagnostic specific interest on medical treatment based on his patient’ s
clinical history, symptoms, and medical examination. He presented a process of
operation on brain with full of you-are-there feeling. He firstly drilled in cranial bone,
cut open by jigsaw through holes, and then directly probed the affected part
through dura, arachnoid, and pia maters. The audience entirely harked with
breathless interest.

In the following Q & A session, he explained forgetfulness (important to use brain),
application of iPS sells (uneasy to create nerve cells), and so on. We heard him
continue a couple of intelligible topics like a cerebral mechanism and function in a
particular region, his failure stories, aspects of New York hospital.

Medical conditions have greatly varied by virtue of innovative application of IT and
new technology since his training days. It was quite impressive to know that he
mentioned with deep feeling it quite worthwhile to diagnose what part and how
affected of the brain and to treat his patient precisely under the limited information.
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Taeko Ueda, Chairperson, Foreiners Support Committee

ACA hosted a seminar on multicultural symbiotic society in the afternoon of January 29th
at Shio-Ashiya Exchange Centre. The seminar was titled “Community-based disaster
management in the global society” and delivered by Professor Shizuyo Yoshitomi. This
seminar was initially planned for January last year, however, it had been postponed due to
Covid-19 pandemic. It was conducted with utmost care for preventing the spread of the
omicron strain. The 40 participants were divided into the seminar room and online viewing.
Professor Yoshitomi has been practicing support mechanisms where foreign and local
communities act together since experiencing the great Hanshin-Awaji earthquake. She is
a researcher as well as the president of the FACIL Multilanguage Centre. Her seminar was
based on both practice and research, and ended with a video showing Filipino women
creating their own radio program using FM-YY’ s equipment. It showed them gaining
self-esteem and glowing with pride, which led to changes in the behaviour of Japanese
people in the area.
As we all know, natural disasters occur frequently in Japan. Ashiya is an international city
where people from many different countries reside. The pamphlet of the seminar reads,
“we consider a disaster-resilient city through mutual cooperation by local society with
various minorities.”
One of the stories that left me a strong impression was “the three hurdles for realising a
multicultural symbiotic society; the hurdle of heart, the hurdle of system, and the hurdle of
language.” Among those, the hurdle of language reminded me of the efforts Japanese
language teachers put into every day.
| belong to the Foreigners Supporting Committee of ACA and have been involved in
teaching Japanese to foreigners. | have also observed the pleasure, patience and
significant efforts put into planning by the Japanese teachers.
ACA, including the Foreigners Supporting Committee, has many members who have
strong interest and respect for foreign culture. But | wonder if there exists the hurdle of
heart in our organisation. As | was engrossed in the seminar today, | asked myself if we
ever treat foreigners like customers by drawing a line between them and us. While ACA
hosts a number of events, such as those by the Foreigners Supporting Committee, world
cooking by Domestic Affairs Committee, and those that you can learn about foreign
countries, there may be more opportunities where foreigners and Japanese can work
together.
“Local symbiotic society, rather than multicultural symbiotic society”
There is always a chance, not only when natural disaster occurs, that we may find
ourselves in the helping hand of others. Everyone could be socially vulnerable. It doesn’ t
matter if one is Japanese or a foreigner; we are all neighbours in the same community.
| sincerely hope that the activities by ACA will lead to overcome the hurdle of heart and
bridge between Japanese and foreigners. For that to come true, we need all the little
steps we take every day, good ideas, and excellent leadership. | have surely gained hints
for ACA activities by participating in the seminar today.
<Reference>
- Shizuyo Yoshitomi (2013), Community-based disaster management in the global society. Osaka
University Press
- “Kobehatsu no bousai Peru ni todokeru.” Asahi Shimbun, 30 January 2022

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, ACA will cancel the 2022 SA (Student Ambassador)
program following the cancellation in 2020 and 202 1. For ACA, the decision depriving us
of any sister-city activities three years in a row is devastating and disappointing.

That being the case, ACA launched an alternative project last year with an emphasis on
public relations, which ACA was unable to accomplish or attend to in previous years. ACA
has produced an archive video showcasing 60 years of history and friendship fostered
through the SA program and citizen delegations. ACA distributed the archive video to the
local schools in Ashiya. ACA has also produced the English version for viewing in
Montebello-Ashiya Sister city Association to let the people in Montebello familiarize
themselves with our sister city relationship.

You can view the archive video from the ACA home page or click on the URL link/ QR code
below.

=] OhAD)
https://youtu.be/EAsSDzsC56M :

https//youtube/bksZxckgdia — ElRt: =
Japanese Ver. English Ver.

Japanese Ver.
English Ver.

Though the pandemic is beyond our control, we are encouraged by positive comments and
updates from the SA alumni; one of them has successfully been admitted to a university,
while the other graduated and launched a new career as a freshman. Another alumna just
reported that she is getting married!

SA alumni currently studying abroad also keep on and off contact with ACA informing us
of their activities. ACA is proud to post two photographs of such SA alumni.

Former SA, Eriko Yamakuma and Sawa Tamada recently met in London, England
for a reunion. Shinnosuke Yagi studying in California belonged to the Japanese
drum team of the university. He is planning on visiting Montebello in the upcoming
months. ACA is looking forward to receiving a report from him, which should
appear on the next issue
of Kawara-ban.

Don't miss it!
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Ashiya-city accepted
a sister-city proposal from Montebello

Montebello-Ashiya sister city DVD
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Since January to March this year, we held “Brush-up Class” and “Easy
Japanese Language Class” two rounds per each. As it was difficult to take
a face-to-face mode due to the Corona calamity, we did the both online.
Even in an online mode, we really felt a sense of tension and satisfaction
similar to the face-to-face style. We shared the results of a group work.
Another teacher often asked learners of relative questions during the class.
The first round of “Brush-up Class” was held on January 21, Friday. We
talked on self-introduction, knack of daily teaching, and troubles together
with all participants. In order to clear up troubles and concerns discussed in
the first round, we invited Mr. Takeshi Fukui, Kobe YWCA, who once taught
in an education class for the Japanese voluntary instructor, and executed
the second round on February 18, Friday. He advised many useful and
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reputation from learners. They commented “it is quite educational and
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informative.”

Easy Japanese Language Class was held on February 10, Thursday and March 1, Tuesday. Voluntary
instructors from other organizations and teachers who teach English in elementary schools also participated.
The February class was for Life & Government Information. The lecturer was Mariko Mizuno, honorary
professor of the Kobe University. To make Japanese be easily understandable by foreigners, firstly try to use
intelligible expressions even for Japanese. Care for foreign loan words. Don’ t use double negation. These
are adoptable in the ordinary Japanese language lesson.

The March class was for “Education & School Information”

. The lecturer was Akiko Saito, Kobe Nichigo

Japanese Academy. 3 learners from America, Iran, and Thai joined hands. In a practical work, they
categorized action assignments and translated them into easy Japanese. They showed the results to
learners and checked if they were understandable among them. It is said that children whose roots are
foreign can solve a mathematical test but cannot solve a mathematical test written in Japanese since they
hardly understand the Japanese syntax and grammar. Nowadays easy Japanese are needed in various
occasions. We learned that what counts most is “gentle mind to yearn for others and some devisal” . We
wish to hear lecturers directly in a next opportunity. (Secretariat)
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Ms.Kahoru lgarashi and Ms.Asako Inakagi, who had taught English in the old Sister City Association and the successive Ashiya Cosmopolitan Association for as long as fifty years,
retired as of the end of 2021 business year. We asked them to write some memaries of English class.
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Kahoru Ilgarashi

| sincerely appreciate your support and patronage for so long a time.
Though | did many annoying things, | am fully obliged to have spent most of
my life in this class. One night over fifty years ago, my husband came back
from the Board of Directors and told "The Sister City Association decided
to open an English class. Why don't you apply for a teacher?" Before that
time, Ms. Sadako Toda, the great senior associate, individually took
responsible for a native level English class. | was familiar with Ms. Yoshiko
Takao since we respectively had a daughter in the similar age. We two
asked to manage new English class and were kindly approved. There was
no citizen center yet, so we took on a meeting room of a bank for our class
room. Thanks to valuable efforts by the former President Mr. Inagaki,
occasional attendance of Ms. Harue Kitamura as a student, always
cheerful ladies, little timid gentlemen, our class has been always enjoyable
and lively.

The old Sister City Association developed to the Ashiya Cosmopolitan
Association. Accordingly, our vital energy has been consistent by support
of native teachers, young and excellent teachers, and competent
secretariat. When | met my student who came back from a foreign travel,
| feel happy to hear “I can make myself understand well even in broken
English”. | feel delight being not a teacher but a trainer. English situation
is entirely different from the half-century ago. | extend my sincere gratitude
and blessedness to the present Ashiya Cosmopolitan Association in which
varied classes actively deploy.
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Tsuki Asako Inakagi

| guess it was soon after | finished college when | joined the English teaching program of the
Sister City Association that Ms.Kahoru Igarashi had started with Ms.Yoshiko Takao and others.
| was looking for a way to give back the blessing | had been given through the Student
Ambassador Program in my sophomore year. | was thrilled to be involved in the Sister City
activity. With enthusiasm, | started teaching the beginners’ class.

It was a four year course and the theme was to master “easy and correct English” using basic
grammar. The textbooks were in earlier years the New Horizon series and later Side by Side.
Students were able to change the classes or repeat the class as they desired. When they
finished their fourth year, certificates were given. Then the teacher started another four years
with new students.

In the early days, there were some students who asked me to teach them the alphabet and
English handwriting. They had had no chance to study English in high school because of the war.
They came early and we had practice time before the class for a while. Students were very
earnest and learned fast.

| was away from teaching for quite a while for child care, and then | returned when | could fill the
vacancy.

To my students, | always asked them to hand in a composition paper once a month as it is
difficult to practice writing in class. When | asked them to write a line a day on a copy of an
enlarged calendar, the columns were packed with lines of tiny letters when returned. It was
always quite a skilled piece of writing, but moreover, | was impressed by their hard work. Reading
and correcting their writing, | could see their thoughts and enjoy being together with the writers.
Sharing is fun, and the happiness of teaching is to see or recognize their distinct improvement.
| give sincere thanks to all the students for working together with me, and also for helping me
to grow as a person. Thank you, all teachers, you helped me in so many ways. | cherish your
friendship. | express my hearty thanks to ACA and the office for their constant steady support. |
feel certain that ACA Foreign Language Classes will continue to keep on growing.
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Ashiya Cosmopolitan Association memorialized the 60-year anniversary since the era of
previous Sister-city Association. In commemoration of this milestone, we decided to issue

a recipe book for world foods and started an editorial committee for this purpose.
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On February 24, a kick-off meeting was held. Vice President of ACA Kasagi was selected

" the chairperson. Under her command, 21 members attended from Domestic Affairs

Committee, International Program Committee, Foreigners Support Committee and
Executive Directors Committee. They talked on what type of books and how to issue
these books. ACA launched the first “Let’ s cook and eat world food” in April 1997.
Since then on we have held 160 classes of 60 countries over 25 years. We have
counted over five hundreds recipes. We plan to post best selected recipes. In addition,
this is not a mere recipe book. We try to focus on voluntary members who have supported
international exchange of the Ashiya city for years. We wish to introduce past activities
and issue a grand sum for 60 years. (Secretariat)
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Performer: Katsura Fukumaru
Day and time: June 26th (Sun.) PM2:00 - 3:00
Participation fee: advance ticket 1,000yen,

Place: Shio-Ashiya Exhchange Center
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ticket sold on the day 1,200yen
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<169th> Iranian cuisine

Date and time: May 30th (Mon.) AM10:00-PM2:00
Instructor: Mr. Seyed Mohammad Tahouri

Menu : Kuku, Tah-chin, Mix Salad, Rangginak

* Application starts from 9:00 on May 1st (Sun.)

<170th> Thai cuisine

Date and time: June 13th (Mon.) AM10:00-PM2:00
Instructor: Ms. Panudda Takeuchi

Menu : Massaman Curry, Fresh spring roll, Tapioca dessert
* Application starts from 9:00 on June 2nd (Thu.)

<171st> British cuisine

Date and time: July 11 (Mon.) AM10:00-PM2:00
Instructor: Mr. Carl Sellman

Menu : undecided

* Application starts from 9:00 on June 2nd (Thu.)

Place: Shio-Ashiya Exchange Center

Participation fee : 2,800yen

Capacity: 14 people (reservation required)

Things to bring: a dish cloth, an apron, a pen and a memo pad

If you cancel less than 2 weeks before, please pay 2,000yen for
material costs.
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Dear ACA Members
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please pay it soon.
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Thank you very much for supporting ACA and we hope all is well with
you. We are pleased to inform you that we have been collecting the
annual membership fee for the current year. If you have not paid it yet,
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Bank : SMBC (Sumitomo Mitsui

Banking Corporation)
Ashiya-ekimae
OEEES © il 4208545
Account No.: Futsu 4208545
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Official Members

Individual : 10,000yen

Group : 15,000yen Account Name: NPO Houjin

Auspice Members | Individual :

3,000yen

Group : 15,000yen Ashiyashi Kokusai

We would appreciate your continued support and cooperation.

Kouryu Kyokai
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E-mail : bunsha@eos.ocn.ne.jp

6685—5771

LA - BRVGDE
APPLICATION & INQUIRIES

E-mail : aca@npo-aca.jp

SIEER AMO : 00~PM5 : 30 (JKER{RFH)
Reservation window AM9 : 00~PM5 : 30(Wed.closed)

SRENPOEAN FEMEMRERHS
Certified NPO Ashiya Cosmopolitan Association
T659-0035 EEREEMEIH7HE1S
7-1 Kaiyo-cho, Ashiya, Hyogo, JAPAN
TEL : 0797-34-6340 FAX :0797-34-6341
URL https://www.npo-aca.jp
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